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First Friday QuickReads, February 3, 2023 
Featuring 

 
Denise Crittendon author of Where it Rains in Color 
On a utopic resort planet, a rare beauty with whispers of light in her 
midnight skin is nagged by odd voices and fatal scars that force her 
into exile and a new reality: She morphs into a seer who enters the 
minds of ancestors from the late Earth. 
https://denisecrittendon.blog 
 
Diana Sanchez author of An Elf’s Equations 
When a rare sentient tree named Thea is kidnapped, Sagara joins 
her friends Millie, Petunia, and Max on a journey to the nearby 
Realm of Vanaheim. Sagara must navigate a ritual, court etiquette, 
and wartime negotiations in a world where basic laws of nature 
have been twisted out of true. 
www.diannasanchez.com 
 
Julie C. Day author of "Whole Bodies Are Never Left Behind" 
What do you do when the world collectively decides to move on? 
A boy's love for his grandfather finds expression in an unexpected 
obsession with small animal remains. 
Story forthcoming in Black Static 82/83. 
https://linktr.ee/thisjulieday 
 
KC Grifant author of Melinda West: Monster Gunslinger 
In an Old West overrun by monsters, a stoic gunslinger must 
embark on a dangerous quest to save her friends and stop a 
supernatural war. The Witcher meets “Bonnie and Clyde” in a re-
imagined Old West full of diverse characters, desolate landscapes, 
and fast-paced adventure. https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BNWR19WN 
www.KCGrifant.com 
 
Delizhia Jenkins author of The Book of Maya 
A witch with the power to open the gates of Hell itself and a 
destiny to unleash one of the Fallen is indeed a recipe for a cosmic 
disaster. But as Fate would have it, even a witch like Maya would 
be granted a choice: become a harbinger of death and destruction or 
rewrite her narrative in the archives of destiny and become 
someone great.  missjenkinsbooks.com 
 
Sarena Ulibarri author of Another Life 
When a scientific method for discovering past lives emerges, the 
beloved leader of a peaceful community in Death Valley learns 
she’s the reincarnation of one of recent history’s greatest villains. 
www.sarenaulibarri.com 

 
 



 
 

In addition to the authors who read today, please check out the organizers of the 
Strong Women•Strange Worlds Group Author Reading Series 

 
 

Terri Bruce writes hard-to-classify 
fantasy and science fiction stories 
that explore the supernatural side 
of everyday things. She is the 
author of the “Afterlife” series, 
the short story collection SOULS, 
and numerous short stories in 

anthologies and magazines.  www.terribruce.net 
 

Kathryn Sullivan writes stories 
where girls are the explorers, the 
wizards, and the ones who solve 
problems and rescue people.  Her 
books include The Crystal Throne 
and Agents, Adepts, & Apprentices.  
www.kathrynsullivan.com 

 
Ef Deal has been writing 
speculative fiction for over fifty 
years. Her short story "Czesko" 
received honorable mention 
in Gardner Dozois' Year's Best Science 
Fiction and Fantasy. She is Assistant 
Fiction Editor at Abyss&Apex 

Magazine. Her first novel is Esprit de Corpse.   
www.efdeal.net 
 

Sarah Smith's Agatha winning 
mysteries and SF are published in 
14 languages and have become 
bestsellers here and abroad. Her 
latest mystery is Crimes and 
Survivors.  www.sarahsmith.com 
 FB & Twitter @sarahwriter 

 
Elaine Isaak writes knowledge 
inspired adventure fiction 
including The Dark Apostle series as 
E. C. Ambrose, and the Bone Guard 
archaeological thrillers as E. Chris 
Ambrose. She's a former adventure 
guide who makes wearable art in 

her free time.  www.RocinanteBooks.com 

Anne E.G. Nydam makes relief 
block prints and writes poetry, 
short stories, and books for all 
ages about adventure, magic, and 
wonder.  Her most recent book is 
On the Virtues of Beasts of the 

Realms of Imagination.  www.NydamPrints.com 
 
Claudia Blood blends her science 
and IT background with a life-long 
passion for Dungeons and Dragons 
to pen award-winning Sci-fi and 
fantasy novels. 
https://claudiablood.com 

 
Patricia Correll is the author of 
fantasy and horror novels, novellas 
and short stories, as well as daily 
to-do lists. Thief, archer, and food 
for fire ants, she lives in Alabama 
with her family.   
twitter.com/Author_PCorrell 

 
Elaine Pascale is the author of The 
Blood Lights; If Nothing Else, Eve, 
We’ve Enjoyed the Fruit; and The 
Thin Contract. She is also the editor 
of Dancing in the Shadows: A Tribute 
to Anne Rice. Her writing can also 
be found in numerous anthologies 

and magazines.  https://www.elainepascale.com 
 

 
Kate Pope is the "token non-
author" on the organizing 
committee.  She is a reader 
extraordinaire, and a tie-dye artist. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Find out more about us, and our past authors and upcoming events at 
strongwomenstrangeworlds.weebly.com 

 


