
 
Strong Women     Strange Worlds 

First Friday QuickReads, July 7, 2023 
Featuring 

 
Kiyomi Appleton Gaines author of “A Stranger in Our Midst” 
from her short story collection All the Tiny Deaths 
A dark story of a young selkie, first caught by seal hunters, then 
caught up by local affairs beyond her control. She struggles to 
reclaim her true form and return to the sea before it's too late.   
workofheartkag.wordpress.com 
 
Mindi Briar author of The Invisible Bright 
Miri, a disgraced priestess removed from her religious order for 
being unable to control her telepathic powers, and Leo, her 
childhood sweetheart with a magnetism for trouble, must team up 
to solve a murder in Leo’s utopian community—a crime that their 
dragon protectors failed to prevent. 
www.mindibriar.com 
 
Nicole M. Wolverton author of “Them Oranges” 
Being pregnant has strengthened Lettie Hanrahan's sense of smell, 
and on the first day of June her enhanced ability will threaten the 
happy life she's made for herself. Originally published by Jersey 
Devil Press Issue 53, April 2014, and reprinted in Luna Station 
Quarterly Issue 46, June 2021.  https://www.amazon.com/dp/1949077241 
https://www.jerseydevilpress.com/?page_id=6034      
www.nicolewolverton.com 

 
Cindy Lynn Speer author of The Key to All Things 
By day Lady Avriel hears about the romance between a human 
nobleman and the Queen of the Fae. But for three hours every 
night she remembers a completely different world, where he 
belongs to her. The world has fallen under a spell, and to set things 
right Avriel must face the all-powerful Elder Fae and confront the 
darkest powers that rule her destiny – but if she proceeds, her 

actions will bring chaos and open her kingdom to destruction.     Www.apenandfire.com 
 
Cari Lyn Jones author and illustrator of What Every Dragon Needs 
What does every dragon need? Why a princess of course!  Or so 
says the wise old frog.  Follow a young dragon named Percival as 
he sets out on a quest to learn what a princess is, and more 
importantly where to find one. 
https://carilynjones.com/ 
 
Leticia Urieta author of Las Criaturas 
A hybrid collection that blends poetic and speculative narrative 
forms. The poems and stories play with traditional storytelling 
forms to ruminate on the monstrous, unruly, vulnerable, strength 
and beauty in the feminine and seek to reclaim people’s power in 
powerless situations.     https://www.flowersongpress.com/store-j9lRp/p/lascriaturas 
https://leticiaaurieta.com/ 



 
In addition to the authors who read today, please check out the organizers of the 

Strong Women•Strange Worlds Group Author Reading Series 
 
 

Terri Bruce writes hard-to-classify 
fantasy and science fiction stories 
that explore the supernatural side 
of everyday things. She is the 
author of the “Afterlife” series, 
the short story collection SOULS, 
and numerous short stories in 

anthologies and magazines.  www.terribruce.net 
 

Kathryn Sullivan writes stories 
where girls are the explorers, the 
wizards, and the ones who solve 
problems and rescue people.  Her 
books include The Crystal Throne 
and Agents, Adepts, & Apprentices.  
www.kathrynsullivan.com 

 
Ef Deal has been writing 
speculative fiction for over fifty 
years. Her short story "Czesko" 
received honorable mention 
in Gardner Dozois' Year's Best Science 
Fiction and Fantasy. She is Assistant 
Fiction Editor at Abyss&Apex 

Magazine. Her first novel is Esprit de Corpse.   
www.efdeal.net 
 

Sarah Smith's Agatha winning 
mysteries and SF are published in 
14 languages and have become 
bestsellers here and abroad. Her 
latest mystery is Crimes and 
Survivors.  www.sarahsmith.com 
 FB & Twitter @sarahwriter 

 
 
Kate Pope is the "token non-
author" on the organizing 
committee.  She is a reader 
extraordinaire, and a tie-dye artist. 
 

Anne E.G. Nydam makes relief 
block prints and writes poetry, 
short stories, and books for all 
ages about adventure, magic, and 
wonder.  Her most recent book is 
On the Virtues of Beasts of the 

Realms of Imagination.  www.NydamPrints.com 
 

Elaine Isaak writes knowledge 
inspired adventure fiction 
including The Dark Apostle series as 
E. C. Ambrose, and the Bone Guard 
archaeological thrillers as E. Chris 
Ambrose. She's a former adventure 
guide who makes wearable art in 

her free time.  www.RocinanteBooks.com 
 

Patricia Correll is the author of 
fantasy and horror novels, novellas 
and short stories, as well as daily 
to-do lists. Thief, archer, and food 
for fire ants, she lives in Alabama 
with her family.   
twitter.com/Author_PCorrell 

 
Elaine Pascale is the author of The 
Blood Lights; If Nothing Else, Eve, 
We’ve Enjoyed the Fruit; and The 
Thin Contract. She is also the editor 
of Dancing in the Shadows: A Tribute 
to Anne Rice. Her writing can also 
be found in numerous anthologies 

and magazines.  https://www.elainepascale.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Find out more about us, and our past authors and upcoming events at 
strongwomenstrangeworlds.weebly.com

 


